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COVID-19
vaccination
efforts
continue
throughout
Juab County

By Myrna Trauntvein

TN Correspondent

Vaccination efforts in Juab
County are continuing.

“By the end of this week
[February 13], our Juab office
will have administered approx-
imately 1,170 doses of vaccine.
Again, these are only doses
administered by the Central
Utah Public Health Depart-
ment,” said Angie Knaphus,
Assistant Public Information
Officer at Central Utah Public
Health (CUPHD) in Richfield

She said that the school dis-
trict and Central Valley Medi-
cal Center were also adminis-
tering the vaccine and those
numbers were not included in
the CUPHD statistics.

The school district reported
that 220 teachers and staff
were vaccinated.

“We are currently creating a
list of individuals 70 years and
older, who are interested in re-
ceiving the vaccine,” Knaphus
said.

As doses are received, the lo-
cal CUPHD will call those who
have indicated interest back to
schedule an appointment.

“Please be aware that it may
take several weeks before it is
your turn, depending on how
many doses we receive each
week,” said Knaphus.

CUPHD is required to follow
Utah’s vaccine prioritization
schedule.

Healthcare workers, long-
term care facility staff and
residents, K-12 school staff,
essential protective services,
Utahns 70 years and older can
all be vaccinated at present.

“We expect COVID-19 vac-
cines will be available in
March for other age groups,
people with certain underlying
medical conditions and those
who live in congregate settings
and are at higher risk for the
virus that causes COVID-19,”
she said.

A sign-up form is available
at:  centralutahpublichealth.
org/coronavirus-information/.

See Covid on page 5
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GRAY DAY

e The sun was trying to shine thru the clouds on Monday, as shown in this photo taken at the Nephi Rose Garden, but was not

succeeding. The weather forecast for the rest of the week is for snow today, Friday and Saturday with partial clearing on Sunday and warmer

temps next week.

Council members are keeping a watchful eye on
In the State legislature

certain bills being discussed

By Myrna Trauntvein

TN Correspondent

Nephi City staff will follow
a few bills now before the state
legislature that are limiting
the control of local govern-
ment.

One of those is H.B. 98
sponsored by Rep. Paul Ray,
that would allow building in-
spections to be done by people
other than the city building in-

spector.
“The bill amends provisions
related to local government

building regulation and allows

a building permit applicant to

opt out of certain local building

inspections and plan review
requirements,” said Seth At-
kinson, city administrator.

It allows an independent
building inspector to issue
a certificate of occupancy to
a building permit applicant
in certain circumstances; ex-

empts a construction project
involving repairs to a building

damaged by a natural disaster
from certain state construc-
tion code and building permit
requirements; prohibits a mu-

nicipality or county from regu-

lating certain building design

elements; and makes technical
and conforming changes.

“The ULCT (Utah League
of Cities and Towns) and the
state school board are all op-
posed,” said Atkinson. “It did
pass out of committee.”

For example, H.B. 98 would
allow a developer to “opt out”
of city building inspections and
to hire his or her own inspec-
tors to sign off on the dwelling
and that could be problematic,
said Atkinson. The inspector
would receive her/his pay from
the builder which might lead
to special treatment.

“It sounds dangerous to
me,” said Don Ball, resident.
“The building inspector and
the builder might have a gen-

REGION CHAMPS

» The JHS boys basketball team are the outright Region 14 champs! They nished the

regular season with an 11-1 region record and an 18-3 overall record. They are ranked in the UHSAA RPI
system as the number 2 team and will play at home at 7:00 pm against the winner of the South Summit-

Providence Hall game.
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tlemen’s agreement.”

The bill also prohibits cities
from putting any conditions
on interior or exterior design
of a home or landscaping. The
sponsor of the bill, Rep. Paul
Ray, is the president of the
Northern Utah Homebuilders
Association.

He said that they were also
watching H.B. 82, which pro-
hibits local governments from
restricting “accessory dwelling
units.”

Those are things like moth-
er-in-law apartments or ADUs.
An accessory dwelling unit
(ADU) is a legal and regulato-
ry term for a secondary house
or apartment that shares the
building lot of a larger, prima-
ry home.

The goal of the bill is to fa-
cilitate more affordable hous-
ing but it comes at the expense
of local leaders responding to
their constituents.

Rep. Raymond Ward is the
sponsor of H.B. 82 which re-
quires  municipalities and
counties to classify certain ac-
cessory dwelling units as a per-
mitted land use; and prohibits
municipalities and counties
from establishing restrictions
or requirements for certain
accessory dwelling units with
limited exceptions.

It provides for statewide
amendments to the Interna-
tional Residential Code relat-
ed to accessory dwelling units;
requires the executive director
of the Olene Walker Housing
Loan Fund to establish a pro-
gram to provide loan guaran-
tees for certain loans related to
accessory dwelling units; and
prevents a homeowners associ-
ation from prohibiting the con-
struction or rental of certain
accessory dwelling units.

“Another one we are watch-
ing is H.B. 17,” said Atkinson.

The bill, submitted by Rep.

Stephen Handy, states that
a municipality may not enact

an ordinance, a resolution, or
a policy that prohibits, or has

the effect of prohibiting the

connection or reconnection of
an energy utility service.

Nephi City provides its
own power in association with
UMPA (Utah Municipal Power
Agency), as does Levan. Rocky
Mountain Power provides pow-
er in the county and for Mona
but they do not come into Ne-
phi.

“ULCT is taking a neutral
stance on this one,” said Atkin-
son.

He said he thought the city
needed to protect itself.

“I think we should oppose all
three bills,” said Kent Jones,
council member. “l think we
need to take a stand.”

“l agree,” said Skip Wor-
wood, council member. “l| don’t
want to lose control. Each of
the bills is taking away local
control.”

Nathan Memmott, council
member, said that he was also
opposed to all three.

Justin Seely, council mem-
ber, said that he also op-
posed all three of the bills and
thought the city staff should
contact their local legislators
and let them know that they
would appreciate them not vot-
ing in favor of any.

Mayor Glade Nielson said
he wondered if there was in-
terest in Airbnb in the city.

One concern with those par-
ticipating in the Airbnb move
was that they did not pay a
TRT (Transcient Room Tax)
which helps cities.

“There are also environmen-
tal concerns,” said Atkinson.
“There could be problems with

See Bills on page 5
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